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1970s and since 1980 have become a ma
jor headache. In the last Ihrcc years, fruit 
fly prevention and eradication programs, 
which go almost entirely toward Medfly, 
avemged nearly US$35 million a year. 

There are no known methods to kill un
wanted pests 0 11 harvested avocados that 
won't damage the fruit. While avocados 
ure not a favourite host for fruit fly, Joseph 
Morse says they will attack ripe fruil TIle 
potential exists because avocado orch;uds 
in Michoacan are interspersed among 
groves of other more desimblc hosts such 
as guavas and mangoes. 

Given the problems that fruit fly out
breaks have already caused in California, 
it is somewhat curious that othercommod
ity groups did not step up and support the 
California Avocado Commission in its 
battle with the USDA. Ted Batkin, one of 
the few outspoken voices outside the avo· 
cado industry on this issue, offcrs a few 
reasons. 

First, he says, nearly all commodity 
groups havc their own sct of time and 

resource consuming problems, such as 
legal challenges to marketing levies, so 
fruit fly docs not top their concerns. 

Second, the division of the horticulture 
industry by conunodily groups promotes a 
certain level of rivalry, and he says there's 
a widespread perception that the cOlmnis
sion was using the phytosanitary argument 
simply to avoid competition from the 
Mexicans. '·They say, 'we have competi
tion ourselves, and if we can deal with it, 
so can they.'" Californian avocado grow
ers do not, however, have the US market to 
themselves. Chile, the Domirucan Repub
lic, the Bahamas, New Zealand, and Israel 
all sent avocados to the US last year, ,md in 
previous years avocados also came in 
from Costa Rica, Ecuador and Jamaica. 

Several sources offered a third-and 
probably more peninent-explanation, 
though none except Luis Moreno, presi
dent of Grupo PM, would talk about it on 
the record. Grupo PM is a marketing com
pany that represents eight American 
!,'TOwer associations as well as tile New 

New Zealand Protocol 
Last year the New Zealand avocado industry had diSCUSSions with MAF on 

a proposed prOlocel fo r avocado imports from Mex ico. At that stage, the in· 
dustry fe lt that more work needed to be done to cove r all the scrious ri sks. 

MAF now has an import protocol covering the g reatest concern for the lo
cal industry, sunblotch viroid, which is consistent with the protocol , which 
cove rs New Zealand exports to its major markct Australia . 

Ron Bailey, pres ident of the New Zealand Avocado Growers Association, 
sa id that if sunblotch "iroid was introduced, New Zealand could easily be 
locked out of its nt:ljor market, Austra.lia. Australia had made it clear in the 
1980s that New Zealand avocado orchards must be clear oftht: viroid and 
extensive surveys had been done to ensure that was the casco 

The viroid was deceptive, in that it could be brought in via the fruit stone 
without any s ig ns being evidenton the treeoron the fruit 3S itpassed over the 
grading table . It remains endemic in Mexico and othe r tropica1 countries 
where avocados were fi rst grown. 

Ron Bailey said that there was po litical pressure in tenus of the Uruguay 
GATT agreement to free up trade, including produce from 1llird World 
countrics. lfthat importation damaged the local industry, the growcrs would 
pay the penalty and if pests or diseases were introduced, it would damage the 
stren uous local efforts to adopt ' clean and green ' spraying practices, with 
targeted and softer sprays. 

In contrast, countries like Mexico did much more spraying to keep control 
ofpcst populati ons , in many cases using ' hard ' chemicals not pcnnissib le in 
Ne\v Zealand. 

There was also the threat that new pests or diseases could lock New Zea-
13nd out of markets, with the potential of a devastating impact on the viability of 
the local industry. 
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Zealand Kiwifruit Marketing Board in 
Mexico . 

Moreno says Mexican agriculture offi· 
cials have been putting pressure on Cali· 
fomia peach, nectarine, plwn, pear and 
apple growers to dissuade them from sup· 
porting the California Avocado Co mmis· 
sion in its concerns over fruit fly. " It is not 
official ly known-nobody can say exactly 
what they aredoing-butit 's ' understood ' 
(Mexican authorities j hold up US exports 
of the above crops citing phytosanitary 
reasons." In most instanccs, he says, Ole 
phytosanitary complaints are not val id. 

With the push toward free markets 
around the globe, questions of trade eer· 
tainly are becoming more complicated. 
APHIS epidemiologist Mike Firko bris
tles at the suggestion that his department's 
historical mandate to prevent the introduc
tion and establishment of exotic pests in 
the US has changed and says auyone who 
suggests otherwisc is spreading a myth. 

DonaJd Husnik, fonner deputy adminis· 
trator of APHIS' Plant Protection and 
Quarantine division, addressed the issue 
head on in a speech in AU!,'l1st 1995. Ac
knowledging that GATT has brought new 
trade obligations, he said the challenge for 
APHIS now is how to balance the need for 
traditional quarantine protection with new 
demands for increased trade. The strategy 
involves moving from a protectionist 
stance to one that emphasises trade, fro m a 
goal of zero or minimal risk to one that 
cOllSiders both risks and benefits, and 
from a focus on exports to one that in
cludes imports. 

USDA's previous approach to quaran
tine protectio n is conunonly referred to as 
the "when in doubt, kccp it out" policy. 
Ted Batkln says the shift away from that 
strategy puts more responsibility on gov
ernment quarantine authorities throughout 
the country. At the same time, budgets are 
shrinking, so their ability to detect pests is 
decreasing. The result, Batkin says, is an 
"exponentia l increase" in the risk of intro· 
ductions. 

Commodity groups in California have 
not paid much allcntiouto this issue so far, 
but now that thc mle goveming Mexican 
avocado imports is out, he hopes that will 
change. The Exotic Fruitfly Coalition, 
which represents a broad spcclrum of 
commodities vulnemble to fruit flics, is 
pushing hard to improve pest monitoring 
in Mexico. In the event of any slip ups, 
Batkin says his group has every intention 
of holding USDA accountable, not only 
for pests that may come in with Hass 
avocados, but for all fresh produce from 
Mexico. 
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Study Aimed At Removing Quarantine Barriers 
Exports of fl llumber of our major horti

cultural products are restricted by the 
quarantine barriers imposed by some ma· 
jor importing countries. New threats sllch 
as last year 's incursion of Papaya Fmit Fly 
illlo tltis country highlight the need for 
continued and improved co-ordinalion of a 
n'ltienal progralll to access those markets . 

Tins program ensures existing markets 
for Australian products are maintained; in 
the advent of new threats, gain access to 
new markets such as China and Korea for 
currently exported crops: and gain access 
to markets for new products. To be cost ef
fective and worthwhile. programs as di
verse as fruit fly di sinfestatio n and 
poslh,uvest fungal treatment protocols 
should be developed at a nationallcvcl . 

TIle Horticultural Researt:h and Devel- breaking down some of the quamntine 
opment Corpomtionand Australian Horti- barriers facing our horticultural produc
cultural Exporters Associalion are jointly ers. The plan will focus and unite the vari
funding the production of a business plan ous agencies involved ard investigate options 
to address this issue and develop a frame- for continuing funding and management. 
work for market aeeess research to en- "The consultants will be looking at what 
hallee Australian export growth. resources, such as researeh agency staff 

TItis plan will idelllify mxi evaluate the and funding options, arc available and 
available resources that Ciln be direclCd at what will be neeessary in the future. 1bcy 
disinfestation research. Leading horticul- will be identifying deficiencies and weak
tuml consultants, Scholefield Robinson nesses in the national program and pro
Horticultural Services have been awarded posing strategies to overcome them," Dr 
the contract to develop tile plan in close Chaplin said. 
consultation with the horticultural industry. Horticulhlrdl Industries, research agen-

Dr Granl1cy Chaplin, Market Access cies, and int erested individuals arc en
Manager at HRDC said " the development couraged to provide input into the 
of a national disinfestation research busi- . business plan by contacting Peter ScOOle
ness plan will be a vel)' important step in field on (08) 8373 2488. 

Demand In The UK For Organic Produce Far 
Ahead Of Current Ability 

By Tim King, from an Internet Newsgroups 

Sainsbury's Cultivates The 
Organ ic Market 

Demand from UK shoppers for organic 
food is so fa r ahead of the ability ofsupc r
markets to provide it that one major chain 
is trying to persuade its conventional sup
pliers to go organic. 

Sainsb\lly's has paid for ten of its COII
ventional suppliers offmit and vegetables 
to attend a conference organised by the Soi l 
Associat ion. " Ifwc are going to meet de
mand, we have to have more organic pro
ducers in the UK," Bob Hilborn, the head 
of prj IlliUY agriculture for Sainsbury's, Sc1id. 

"At lhe moment, if supply was to be in
c reased it would be through imports. 
\\hich were oftell more expensive," he 
said. "The worst example was in the sup
ply of organically-grown carrots. Sains
bury's cUITCntly imports from Dcmnark, 
Holland and Israel. even t1lOugh all its 
non-organic carrots are grown in Britain." 

Sainsbury 's accounts for a qua rter of the 
market inorganic produce but Mr HiJbom 
said tile chai n had doubled its sales of or
ganic apples in the past ycar. 

So me apple growers were keen to con
vert to organic because their retuOlS frolll 
conventi onal production methods had de
clined in the face of overseas competition. 
Nick Webber, Sainsbury'S head of orgllnic 
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produce buying, &1id he was oftellunable 
to meet orders from individual stores and 
had particular difficulty providing conti
nuity of supply. 

"Organic produce only accounts for 1% 
oftolal produce sold in stores but demand 
for the organic option varied greatly from 
store to store and was highest ill supcnnar
kets setVing predominantly middle-class 
s hoppe rs, particu la rl y in ulliversity 
towns," Mr Webbcrsaid . 

Patrick Holden, d irector of the Soil As
sociation, said support for tile Iluce-day 
conference a( the Royal Agricultural Col
lege, Cirencester, which is being spon
sored by Sainsbury 's and Na tWest , 
showed that organic fanni ng was now 
respectable and "becoming a main
stream option" . 

He said Britain, with 870 organic fanns 
covering 50,000 hectares which represent 
O.3%ofthe (otal farmed land. was lagging 
behind other Euro~an countries both in 
govenunent suppon fo r org."lIIic fanning 
and the proportion of fanni ng that was or
ganic. Austria has I OOJ., of its fanning land 
in organic production. 

Safeway Sllid it l1"d been encouraging 
organic suppliers of fmit llild vegetables 
for years. A spokesman said it had been 
able to meet the demand for orga ni c 
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produce only by importing 60% of what it 
sold. 

.... Weare working with suppliers to tl)' to 
address tlt.11 problem and get more from 
them. TIle last thing we want to do is im
port Toot vegetables that could be grown 
equally as well in this country. There 
were," he said, "sigllS of irnprovellleTII 
with prod ucers getting better organised. 
Safeway regards itsclfas havingoneofthe 
highest proportions of vegetarian custom
ers and estimates that up to 2% of its total 
fruit ruxi vegetable sales arc organic ." 

TIle spokesman said tIle organic share of 
the market was "ti ny" but said the co m
pany fe lt demand would increase ifsupply 
was improved. 

"We started selling organic fmit and 
vegetables longer ago than anyone else, in 
1981 . At the S<lme time we started selling 
fresh cut flowers . If you look at how the 
market for cut fl owers has taken off, it is 
because Ille producers have been able to 
meet demand and expectations. But be
cause producers of organic fru it and vege
tables 1t.1ve not been able to do that the 
customer tltinks ' shaJJ I, slmn't I?' lllld 
Illere 's 110 customer loyalty built up." 

Safeway is supported ill this beliefby its 
experience of a big growth in demand for 
1I01l-produce organic products, particu
larly dairy items and wine. 
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Major New Funding Package For Quarantine 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy press release 

A substantial boost in funding for quar
antine in Australia was announced 
recently by the Minister for Primary In
dustries and Energy, and Deputy Leadcrof 
the National Party, John Anderson. 

"This Government has demonstrated its 
ongoing commitment to quarantine with 
the announcement in the Budgel of a $76 
million, four-ycarpackagc to substantial ly 
enhance the national quarantine effort," 
Mr Anderson said, 

He said details of the package were be
ing finalised and would be released in a 
matter of weeks. 

The package responds to the Nairn Re
port into quarantine, Australian Quaran
tine - A Shared Responsibility, and the 
report of the National Task Force on Im
ported Fish and Fish ProduClS. 

Mr Anderson said the package would 
provide a comprehensive response to the 
recommendations oflhe Naim Commiuee 
and address the key deficiencies in the 
quarantine system identified in its report. 

"The package will help sustain Austra
lia's strong competitive position in inter
national markets by improving our 
capacity to ensure the nation 's highly fa
vournble plant, animal and fish hcalth 
status is maintained ." 

The Minister said the Government 
would adopt thc majority of the Commit
tee 's recommendations, but had decided 
against a separate statutory authority with 
wide-ranging powers, independent of the 
Government, to detcnnine al1 quarantine 
policy and operational issucs. 

He said thc AUSlral ian Quarantine and 
Inspection Servicc would be retained 
within OIC Departmenl of Primary Indus
tries and Energy; however, export meat in
spection would be established as a 
stand-alonc unit within AQIS. 

Mr Anderson said thc import risk ana1y
sis (lRA) process would be upgraded to 
improve consult.1tion and make it more 
transparent, whilc decision-making would 
remain independent by tllC retention ofthe 
Secretary of the Depanment of Primary 
Industries and Energy as the Director of 
Quarantine. 

" The Nairn Committee was very 
strongly of the view thm the IRA process 
should remain scienlirically based. This is 
endorsed by the Govenuncnl. 

"As a nation vitally dependent on export 
markets and our frecdom from a host of 
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serious pests and diseases, we cannot af
ford to leave our quarantine decision
making process open to allegations of po
litical interference. 

"Suggestions that I or the Government 
should be the quarantine decision-maker 
are inappropriate, against our natiork1l in
terests, and if adopted, tllis approach 
would seriouslyundennine our capacity to 
argue the case that our conservativc ap
proach to quarantine is based so lely on sci
entific merit. 

"The current arrangements under which 
I have overall responsibility for ensuring 
the integrity of the decision-making pro
cess and its consistency with the Govern
ment 's quarantine policies, including what 
constitutes anacceptably cOJlSCrvative de
gree of risk, are sensiblc and will bc re
tained." 

Mr Anderson said the Government 
endorsed the Nairn Committec's theme 
that quarantine was a shared responsibility 
and would ensure this was reflected by im
proved consultation with industry and the 
wider community. 

" I am very conscious of the view Umt 
there is a need for cultural change within 
AQIS, but 1 am equally conscious of the 
fact the Nairn Committee found much of 
the criticism of the Service's effectiveness 
was misplaced. 

"Nonetheless, we have an important task 

ahead in fulfilling our pre-election com
mitment to restore the domestic and 
international reputation of AQIS as a pro
fessional , efficient and competent organi
sation. 

"TIlc Nairn Committee's excellent work 
has prepared the ground forthis important 
task. 

"The Government is now seuing about 
achieving it with this $76 million injection 
of resources to enhance operations across 
what Nairn described as the continuum of 
quarantine.--pre-border, border and post
border activities. 

" Additional resourees will be put into 
import risk analysis, quarantine aware
ness, border activities, monitoring and 
surveillance, pre-border activities to keep 
quarantine risks offshore, fi sh and plant 
health and quarantine, and improved con
sultation with industry and the conmlU
nity." 

For Internet users, all the Budget mate
rial relating to the Primary Industries and 
Energy portfolio is located at the follow
ing address: 

htlp:ffwww.dpie.gov.auIdpie/prtbudgctlbudgct.htm 

For funher information Contact Robert 
Haynes (06) 277 7520 or0419 493 511 . 

ATTENTION 
AVOCADO GROWERS 

For the best results and a personalised service 
consign your fruit to 

W ARKELL & SONS 
12 Brisbane 

Established si nce 1892 
Proudl y serving Australian Growers for more than 100 years. 

Contact Les Hartley (Proprietor) 
Phone 073379 g 122 (work) 

Facsimile 
Mobile 

1alking Avocados 

07 ))71 6087 (home) 
07 ))79 4158 
015571097 
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P 
TRAY LABELER 
FOR OUTSTANDING 
PRESENTATION OF 
TRAY-PACKED PRODUCE 
CAN LABEL UP TO 50 
PRE-PROGRAMED PATTERNS 
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