










































































IMPORTS AND QUARANTINE

Study Aimed At Removing Quarantine Barriers

Exports of a number of our major horti-
cultural products are restricted by the
quarantine barriers imposed by some ma-
jor importing countries. New threats such
as last year's incursion of Papaya Fruit Fly
into this country highlight the need for
continued and improved co-ordinationof a
national program to access those markets.

This program ensures existing markets
for Australian products are maintained; in
the advent of new threats, gain access to
new markets such as China and Korea for
currently exported crops: and gain access
to markets for new products. To be cost ef-
fective and worthwhile, programs as di-
verse as fruit fly disinfestation and
postharvest fungal treatment protocols
should be developed at a national level.

The Horticultural Research and Devel-
opment Corporation and Australian Horti-
cultural Exporters Association are jointly
funding the production of a business plan
to address this issuc and develop a frame-
work for market access research 1o en-
hance Australian cxport growth.

This plan will identify and evaluate the
available resources that can be directed at
disinfestation rescarch. Leading horticul-
tural consultants, Scholeficld Robinson
Horticultural Services have been awarded
the contract 1o develop the plan in close
consultation with the horticultural industry.

Dr Grantley Chaplin, Market Access
Manager at HRDC said “the development

of a national disinfestation rescarch busi- -

ness plan will be a very important step in

breaking down some of the quarantine
barriers facing our horticultural produc-
ers. The plan will focus and unite the vari-
ous agencics involved and investigate options
for continuing funding and management.

“The consultants will be looking at what
resources, such as research agency staff
and funding options, are available and
what will be necessary in the future. They
will be identifying deficiencies and weak-
nesses in the national program and pro-
posing strategies to overcome them,” Dr
Chaplin said.

Horticultural Industries, research agen-
cies, and interested individuals are en-
couraged to provide input into the
business plan by contacting Peter Schole-
ficld on (08) 8373 2488.

Demand In The UK For Organic Produce Far
Ahead Of Current Ability

Sainsbury’s Cultivates The
Organic Market

Demand from UK shoppers for organic
food is so far ahead of the ability of super-
markets to provide it that one major chain
is trying to persuade its conventional sup-
pliers to go organic.

Sainsbury's has paid for ten of its con-
ventional suppliers of fruit and vegetables
to attend a conference organised by the Soil
Association. “If we are going to meet de-
mand, we have to have more organic pro-
ducers in the UK,” Bob Hilborn, the head
of primary agriculture for Sainsbury 's, said.

“At the moment, if supply was to be in-
creased it would be throngh imports,
which were often more expensive,” he
said. “The worst example was in the sup-
ply of organically-grown carrots. Sains-
bury’s currently imports from Denmark.
Holland and Isracl. even though all its
non-organic carrots are grown in Britain.”

Sainsbury’s accounts for a quarter of the
market in organic produce but Mr Hilbom
said the chain had doubled its sales of or-
ganic apples in the past year.

Some apple growcers were keen to con-
vert to organic because their returns from
conventional production methods had de-
clined inthe face of overseas competition.
Nick Webber, Sainsbury’s head of organic

produce buying,. said he was often unable
to meet orders from individual stores and
had particular difficulty providing conti-
nuity of supply.

“Organic produce only accounts for 1%
of total produce sold in stores but demand
for the organic option varied greatly from
store lo store and was highest in supermar-
kets scrving predominantly middle-class
shoppers, particularly in university
towns,” Mr Webber said.

Patrick Holden, dircctor of the Soil As-
sociation, said support for the three-day
conference at the Royal Agricultural Col-
lege, Cirencester, which is being spon-
sored by Sainsbury’s and NatWest,
showed that organic farming was now
respectable and “becoming a main-
stream option”,

He said Britain, with 870 organic farms
covering 50,000 hectares which represent
0.3% of the total farmed land, was lagging
behind other European countries both in
government suppor for organic farming
and the proportion of farming that was or-
ganic, Austria has 10% of its farming land
in organic production,

Safeway said it had been encouraging
organic suppliers of fruit and vegetables
for years. A spokesman said it had been
able to meet the demand for organic

By Tim King, from an Internet Newsgroups

produce only by importing 60% of what it
sold.

“We are working with suppliers to try to
address that problem and get more from
them, The last thing we want to do is im-
port root vegelables that could be grown
cqually as well in this country, There
were,” he said, “signs of improvement
with producers getting better organised.
Safeway regards itselfas having one of the
highest proportions of vegetarian custom-
ers and estimates that up to 2% of its total
fruit and vegetable sales are organic.”

The spokesman said the organic share of
the market was “tiny” but said the com-
pany felt demand would increase if supply
was improved.

“We started sclling organic fruit and
vegetables longer ago than anyone else, in
1981. At the same time we started selling
fresh cut flowers. If you look at how the
market for cut flowers has taken off, it is
because the producers have been able to
meet demand and expectations. But be-
cause producers of organic fruit and vege-
tables have not been able to do that the
customer thinks °‘shall I, shan’t 7" and
there’s no customer loyalty built up.”

Safeway is supported in this belief by its
experience of a big growth in demand for
non-produce organic products, particu-
larly dairy items and wine.
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IMPORTS AND QUARANTINE

Major New Funding Package For Quarantine

Department of Primary Industries and Energy press release

A substantial boost in funding for quar-
antine in Australia was announced
recently by the Minister for Primary In-
dustries and Energy, and Deputy Leaderof
the National Party, John Anderson.

“This Government has demonstrated its
ongoing commitment to quarantine with
the announcement in the Budget of a $76
million, four-year package to substantially
enhance the national quarantine effort,”
Mr Anderson said.

He said details of the package were be-
ing finalised and would be released in a
matter of weeks.

The package responds to the Nairn Re-
port into quarantine, Australian Quaran-
tine - A Shared Responsibility, and the
report of the National Task Force on Im-
ported Fish and Fish Products.

Mr Anderson said the package would
provide a comprehensive response to the
recommendations of the Nairn Committee
and address the key deficiencies in the
quarantine system identified in its report.

“The package will help sustain Austra-
lia’s strong competitive position in inter-
national markets by improving our
capacity to ensure the nation’s highly fa-
vourable plant, animal and fish health
status is maintained.”

The Minister said the Government
would adopt the majority of the Commit-
tee’s recommendations, but had decided
against a separate statutory authority with
wide-ranging powers, independent of the
Government, to determine all quarantine
policy and operational issues.

He said the Australian Quarantine and
Inspection Service would be retained
within the Department of Primary Indus-
trics and Energy; however, export meat in-
spection would be cstablished as a
stand-alone unit within AQIS,

Mr Anderson said the import risk analy-
sis (IRA) process would be upgraded to
improve consultation and make it more
transparent, while decision-making would
remain independent by the retention of the
Secretary of the Department of Primary
Industries and Energy as the Director of
Quarantine.

“The Nairn Committee was very
strongly of the view that the IRA process
should remain scientifically based. This is
endorsed by the Government.

“As a nation vitally dependent on export
markets and our freedom from a host of

serious pests and diseases, we cannot af-
ford to leave our guarantine decision-
making process open to allegations of po-
litical interference.

“Suggestions that [ or the Government
should be the quarantine decision-maker
are inappropriate, against our national in-
terests, and if adopted, this approach
would seriously undermine our capacity to
argue the case that our conservative ap-
proachto quarantine is based solely onsci-
entific merit.

“The current arrangements under which
I have overall responsibility for ensuring
the integrity of the decision-making pro-
cess and its consistency with the Govern-
ment’s quarantine policies, including what
constitutes an acceptably conservative de-
gree of nisk, are sensible and will be re-
tained.”

Mr Anderson said the Government
endorsed the Naim Committee’s theme
that quarantine was a shared responsibility
and would ensure this was reflected by im-
proved consultation with industry and the
wider community.

“I am very conscious of the view that
there is a need for cultural change within
AQIS, but I am equally conscious of the
fact the Nairn Committee found much of
the criticism of the Service’s effectiveness
was misplaced.

“Nonetheless, we have an important task

ahead in fulfilling our pre-election com-
mitment to restore the domestic and
international reputation of AQIS as a pro-
fessional, efficient and competent organi-
sation.

“The Naim Committee’s excellent work
has prepared the ground for this important
task.

*The Government is now setting about
achieving it with this $76 million injection
of resources to enhance operations across
what Nairn described as the continuum of
quarantine—pre-border, border and post-
border activities.

“Additional resources will be put into
import risk analysis, quarantine aware-
ness, border activities, monitoring and
surveillance, pre-border activities to keep
quarantine risks offshore, fish and plant
health and quarantine, and improved con-
sultation with industry and the commu-
nity.”

For Internet users, all the Budget mate-
rial relating to the Primary Industries and
Energy portfolio is located at the follow-
ing address:

http://www.dpie.gov.au/dpie/pr/budget/budget. htm

For further information Contact Robert
Haynes (06) 277 7520 or 0419 493 511.

Phone

Facsimile
Mobile

ATTENTION
AVOCADO GROWERS

For the best results and a personalised service I
consign your fruit to

W ARKELL & SONS
12 Brisbane
Established since 1892

Proudly serving Australian Growers for more than 100 years.

Contact Les Hartley (Proprietor)
07 3379 8122 (work)
07 3371 6087 (home)
073379 4158

015571 097
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Australian Agent for Sinclair International
For further information on Sinclair products

" Phone 02 6040 1299 or Fax 02 6040 1292
~ PROGRAMABLE
-« TRAY LABELER

7’

| ‘\ FOR OUTSTANDING
PRESENTATION OF
= TRAY-PACKED PRODUCE
a CAN LABEL UP TO 50
PRE-PROGRAMED PATTERNS
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