































































































ractical application...

Ve found that there were no phytotoxic effects when Amistar®
vas sprayed and then seven days later trees were sprayed
vith potassium phosphonate (0.5% at pH 7.8) (data not
hown).

¥e also found that Amistar” used at the registered rate of
).4g/L was effective in the control of sooty blotch (caused
sy the fungus Stomiopeltis) and pepper spot when compared
vith untreated control.

Amistar” is integrated pest management (IPM) compatible.
{ is not toxic to predatory mites, has low toxicity to bees,
ow mammalian toxicity and it breaks down readily in soil.

Amistar” also has the advantages of being locally systemic.
When using Amistar® there are reduced visible residues on
fruit at harvest. Amistar® has a ‘greening’ effect on trees so
they look healthier.

It is very important (o use Amistar” in an anti-resistance
strategy with copper fungicides. This means that:

1)  Insert in copper program

2)  No more than three Amistar® sprays per season

3) No more than 1/3 of sprays to be Amistar®

4)  No more than two consecutive Amistar ® applications
5) Do not start a season with Amistar®

Recommendations for use of Amistar®

Copper - First two sprays at early fruit set
Amistar® - Third spray, 14/28 days after second copper spray
Copper — 14/28 day intervals during season
Amistar® — 3-5 weeks prior to harvest
Amistar® — 1 week prior to harvest

For example, if you currently apply 9 copper sprays per season, you can use
6 copper and 3 Amistar® sprays

Or if you apply fewer Amistar® sprays just abide by the 1/3 rule

Acknowledgements ...
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Talking Avocados

WA CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT WORKS

A decision by WA Minister for the Environment, Judy
Edwards not to apply license administration fees to water
users has been welcomed by the WA Fruit Growers
Association (WAFGA).

“It’s great news that growers who've gone to enormous
personal expense building their own dams and efficient
irrigation systems, now won’t be insulted by having to pay
unwarranted license fees,” Nannup grower and WAFGA
water spokesperson, Chris Scott said.

“By recognising that inflicting yet another cost burden on
farmers, who for generations have been responsible
custodians of their environments. the Minister acknowledges
most already have made very considerable investments in
water management.

“Given the Auditor General’s damning report on water
resource management in WA it is now clear that the
Department of Environment (DOE) needs more public funds
to better manage and administer the state’s precious water
resources for the good of the whole community.” he said.

Mr Scott also welcomed the announcement that the DOE
would develop a comprehensive water resources management
strategy, but noted it must be done in consult with key
stakeholders, including WAFGA.

“WAFGA acknowledges water resources must be managed
when demand approaches sustainable limits, however apart
from the Perth Basin and the Busselton Margaret River region,
there are very few areas in the state where that is the case. If,
in the future, certain areas require management, the most
efficient method will be by localised water catchment groups,”
he said.

WAFGA believes that the state-wide rural water users summit
scheduled for December will be an excellent opportunity to
address the many water resource issues which have arisen
since the Premier’s Water Symposium and the Rights in Water
Irrigation Act was amended in 2001.

Mr Scott said WAFGA would participate in the summit and
bring a fair minded approach to the table to help enhance co-
operation between water users and the DOE.

Sydney to host World Union of
Wholesale Markets Meeting

Sydney Markets Ltd recently announced that it would be
hosting the World Union of Wholesale Markets Members
Meeting in Sydney in November 2004.

Holding the meeting in Sydney will provide Australia’s
Central Markets with an excellent opportunity to showcase
Australia’s world-class fresh produce, markets and strengthen
relationships with international counterparts.

A specially designed program of speakers, workshops and
field trips are being developed to provide delegates with the
latest information on matters affecting markets worldwide.
Further information can be obtained by contacting Kate
Evans on Ph: 02 9325 6295 or

Email: kate.evans@sydneymarkets.com.au

Other News from SML

SML PURCHASE EXTENDS MARKETS

In June, Sydney Markets Limited purchased just over 2
hectares of land at Flemington from the State Rail Authority
bringing the total land now owned to 42 hectares.

The land will continue to be used by the Markets for overflow
heavy vehicle parking but being examined is the feasibility
of creating additional warehouse space. Also being examined
is the use of the rail siding to provide an additional entry
point for large vehicles.

NEW CHAIRMAN OF SML ANNOUNCED
Retiring Sydney Markets Limited Chairman Eric Kime has
announced that Dr. John Keniry has been unanimously
selected by the SML Board to take over the position at the

end of the year. Eric will continue as Chairman until the
close of the SML AGM on 26 November.

In announcing the appointment Eric said that SML was
particularly pleased that Dr Keniry had agreed to join its Board.
He said Dr Keniry would bring a wealth of experience to the

job with extensive contacts in government and business sectors,

Dr Keniry holds a number of board positions, including Chairman
of the ASX-listed Ridley Corporation Limited. His current
appointments also include membership of Commonwealth and
State Government boards and working groups.

He was previously President of the Australian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry from 1999 to 2001.
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Avocado R&D Road Show 2003

Presented By The

Australian Avocado Growers Federation Iinc
In Conjunction With

Your Local Grower Organisation

8:30 am Welcome
9:00 am Tony Whiley — Avocado Researcher
“Rootstocks, varieties and viroids — what you should know!”
9:25 am John Leonardi — AAGF Avocado Researcher
“To prune or not to prune” Developments in Canopy Management
9:50 am Local Presenter
10:10 am Break
10:40 am Ken Pegg — Plant Pathologist
“Integrated management of avocado diseases”
11:05 am Antony Allen — AAGF Industry Manager
“Marketing and promoting the world's most nutritious fruit®
11:30 am Simon Newett -~ QDP| Senior Extension Horticulturist
“Avoman 2- simpler, smarter, more powerful”
11:55 am Local Presenter
12:15 pm Rod Dalton — AAGF President
“Industry leadership now and into the future”
12:40 pm Lunch
2:00 pm Farm and Packing Shed Walk
3:30 pm Panel of Wisdom
Question and Answer Session with all Presenters
4:30pm Finish
Drinks
Venue: Are as set out on the pink insert in last issue of Talking Avocados.
Date: Check your closest “Road Show Day" for its date '
Start Time: 8:30 am ;

The "Road Show” offers to all growers the opportunity to learn, inspect and discuss various
horticultural techniques and technologies in practice, as well as the opportunity fo examine
many current research sites to see some of the alternative strategies being investigated by
researchers. It is an opportunity to discuss the interpretation and implementation of research
outcomes at a regional level and to see current on farm research and practical applications of
previous research in the growers own growing region.

Have direct access to all these experts and the AAGF team to extract the informatign you need
to work smarter, improve your productivity and increase your bottom line. The day is all
inclusive, R&D Experts, Industry Leadership, food and drinks will be supplied.

Fill out the pink form (forwarded with the Winter Issue of TA) and fax back to
07 3213 2480 to register and we will send you details of your event.




Crop Tech launch New Integrated
Software and Web system

With the increasing pressure on growers to manage inputs
more efficiently, while producing high yielding, quality crops,
there is a need for more accurate and intensive monitoring
of management parameters. To cope with increased
monitoring data, Crop Tech has developed “Integrator”, an
integrated package of software, to collect and analyze test
results and measurements.

Crop Tech has recently won the 2003 Wide Bay Burnett
Region Excellence In Innovation Awards for its unique
software and crop monitoring systems. The company has
previously won a string of local business awards, and was
the winner of the Qld Telstra & QIld Government Small
Business Awards in 2001.

The new software package integrates laboratory data with
field information, whether it is collected manually or
electronically downloaded from sensors, and allows direct
comparison of the different but closely related parameters to
help diagnose problems more accurately. The full data history
can be presented in a “real-time” graphic form within hours
of data collection. A more dynamic approach to making
management decisions can then be developed by the
consultant and the client with confidence.

Nutrition Monitoring...

Sap testing is a measure of the soluble elements in transport
in the plant system which are available for metabolism, and
thus is not only an indication of instantaneous nutrition, but
can also be used as a measure of the rate of metabolism. The
sap levels can be viewed as a set of diagnostic data which
reflect the crop’s reaction to the environmental and
management influences.

“Quicksoil” testing is a new method (or rapid determination
of available nutrients in the root zone of plants which has
contributed to improving the internal quality and shelf life of
a range of fruit, vegetable and flower crops. QuickSoil tests
are also used to regularly monitor the movement of soluble
nutrients through the soil profile to avert the leaching of
nutrients into groundwater and reduce fertilizer wastage by
eliminating unnecessary fertilizer inputs when nutrient
imbalances in the soil solution reduce plant uptake.

The Integrator software scans Sap and QuickSoil results
looking for patterns that indicate environmental or managerial
influences that may be affecting nutrient uptake or
metabolism. It will then make calculations of ongoing
fertigation requirements based on test levels, yield
expectation, crop removal, soil type and salinity, irrigation
type, cation balances and crop stage.

The graphics package presents the dynamic changes in plant
and soil nutrients over time, rather than only using the analysis
as a diagnostic test,

The combination of sap testing and the new “Quicksoil”
method makes Crop Tech’s laboratory service unique, and
has allowed for successful entry into the very competitive
California and Florida markets.

Integrated Pest Management...
“PlantCheck” consists of handheld computer software that
enables the accurate collection of pest, disease and beneficial
insect numbers, plant measurements and weather data which
is downloaded into the Integrator software which collates all
field and lab data and allows for immediate graphing of pest
and beneficial insect populations. The instant pest and
beneficial dynamics in graphic form gives the growers and
consultants the confidence to reduce pesticide applications
and rely more on natural pest control measures.

New Global Web Site...

Integrator connects to the cropsystems.com site to provide rapid
and flexible data access to consultants and growers around the
world. The site also has a range of informative databases including
pictorial library of pests, beneficials, diseases, nutritional disorders,
sampling techniques and specific product information.

New Irrigation Monitoring System...

“CropSense” is a new competitively priced wireless soil
moisture monitoring system successfully tested by Crop Tech
early this year. It will be launched on the Australian market in
October, as part of the whole Crop Systems integrated package.

* Advanced Nutrition testing
* Sold WORLDWIDE
* 18 years experience

ATTENTION AVOCADO GROWERS
maximise yield and quality
optimize fertiliser inputs
* sap testing * QuickSoil testing
* water testing * soil tests

INDEPENDENT fertiliser recommendations in
products of your choice

410 Langbeckers East Rd, Bundaberg, QLD 4670
Ph 07 4155 6344

Email; croptech @croptech.com.au
www.croptech.com.au

NEW AVOCADO BARCODE

- ~ Lawrie Greenup of Fresh Produce Wi

displays a tray of Avocados with the new
barcode incorporating the National Heart
Foundation ‘Tick'. AAGF holds a sub-

R Tick®

h AUF. Photo was taken in late

license for its growers to utilize the

May at the Mango 2003 conference in
Bunda s at David Courtice's
Packing Shed

For further Information on the Barcode
and ‘Tick’ contact AAGF on
07 3213 2477




