
































































'ractical application ... 
Vc found that there were no phytotoxic effects when Amistuf"'l 
Jas sprayed and then seven days l::uer trees were sprayed 
" jlh pol<lssiulll phosphonalc (0.5% at pH 7.8) (data nOI 
hown). 

"Ie also found that Amistar'" used at the registered rate of 
1.4glL was effect ive in the con trol of sOOly blotch (caused 
,y the fungus Slomiopeifis) and pepper spot when compared 
vilh untreated control. 

\mista~ is integrated pest management (lPM) compatible. 
I is nOI toxic (0 predatory miles. has low toxicity 10 bees. 
ow mammalian tox icity and it breaks down readily in soi l. 

Amisla'" also h .. s the advantages of being locally systemic. 
When usi ng Amislar" there are reduced visible resid ues on 
fruil at harvest. Amistar" has a 'greening' effect on tree s so 
they look healthier. 

It is very important to use Amislar® in an anti-resistance 
st rategy with copper fungicides. This means that: 

1) Insert in copper program 

2) No more than three Amistar* sprays per season 

3) No more than 113 of sprays to be Amista~ 

4) No more than two consecutive Amistar '" applications 

5) Do not start a season with Amistar® 

Recommendations for use of Amistar® 
Copper - First two sprays at early fruit set 

Amista'" - Third spray. 14128 days after second copper spray 
Copper -14/28 day intervals during season 

Amista~ - 3-5 weeks prior to harvest 

AmistaaA - I week prior to harvest 

For example, if you currently apply 9 copper sprays per season, you can use 
6 copper and 3 Amisla'" sprays 

Or if you apply fewer Amista r4 sprays just abide by the 1/3 rule 
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WA CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT WORKS 
A decision by \VA M inister for the Environment, .Judy 
Edwards not to apply license administnltion fees to water 
use rs has been we lcomed hy Ihe WA Fruit G rowers 
Associa tion (WAFGA). 

" It 's great news thai growers who've gone to enormous 
person al expense building the ir own dams and e ffi cient 
irrigation sy~tcms. now won' , be i n~uhed by havi ng 10 pay 
unwarranted li cense fees," Nann up growe r and WAFG A 
water spokesperson . Chri ~ Scott said. 

"By recognis ing that inflict ing yet anOlller cost burden on 
fa rm e rs , who for ge nera tio ns have been res pon sible 
custodians ofthe if environments, the Minister acknowledges 
most already have made very considerable in vestment s in 
w ater management. 

"Given the Auditor Gene ra l's da mn ing repo rt on water 
resource ma nage ment in WA, it is now c lea r th at the 
Department of Environment (DOE) needs more public fu nds 
\0 beller manage and admini ster the state's precious water 
resources fo r the good of the whole community," he said . 

Mr Scott also welcomed the annou ncement that the DOE 
would develop a comprehensive water resources management 
strategy, but noted it must be done in consult with key 
stakeholders, includ ing WAFGA. 

"WAFGA acknowledges water resources must be managed 
when de mand approaches sustainable li mit s, however apart 
from the Perth Basin and the Busselton Margaret Ri verregion, 
there are very few areas in the Slate where that is the case. If, 
in the future, certain areas require management. the most 
efficient method will be by localised water catchment groups," 
he said. 

WAFGA believes that Ihe slate-wide rural water users summit 
scheduled fo r December will be an exce llent opportunit y to 
address the many water resource issues which have ari sen 
since the Premier's Water Symposium and the Righls in Water 
lITi gation Act was amended in 200 1. 

Mr Scon said WAFG A would participate in the summit and 
bring a fair minded approach to the table to help enhance co
operation between waler users and the DO E. 

Sydney to host World Union of 
Wholesale Markets Meeting 

Sydney Markets Ltd recent ly announced that it wou ld be 
hosting the World Union of Wholesale Markets Members 
Meeting in Sydney in November 2004. 
Holding the mceti ng in Sydney will provide Australi a 's 
Cemral Markets with an excellent opportunity to showcase 
Australia's world-class fresh producc, markets and strengthen 
relationships wi th international counterpan s. 

A speciall y designed program of speakers, workshops and 
field tri ps are being developed to prov ide de legates with the 
latest infonnat ion on matters affectin g markets worldwide. 

Ffl rtller in/ormation can be obtained by contacting Kille 
Evans on Ph: 01 9325 629$ or 
Email: kalc.evalls@sydlleymarkcls.com ,Q II 

Other News from SML 
SML PURCHASE EXTENDS MARKETS 
In J une , Sydney Markets Limited purchased just over 2 
hectares of land at Flemington from the Stale Rail Authority 
bringing the total land now owned to 42 hectares. 

The land will conti nue 10 be used by the Markets for overflow 
heavy vchicle parking but being examined is the feasibi lity 
of creating additional warehouse space. Also being examined 
is the use of the rail siding to provide an additional entry 

point for large vehicles . 

NEW CHAIRMAN DF SML ANNDUNCED 

Retiring Sydncy Markets Limited Chairman Eric ~illle has 
announced that Dr. John Kc niry has bce n una nimously 
selected by the SML Board to take over the position at the 

end of the year. Eri c will comin ue as Chairman until the 
close of the SML AG M on 26 November. 

In announcing the appointment Eri c said that SML was 
particularly pleased that Dr Keniry had agreed to join its Board. 
He said Dr Keniry would bring a wealth of experience to the 
job with extensive contacts in govemment and busi ness scctors. 

Dr Keniry holds a number of board )X)Sitions. induding Chainnan 
of thc ASX-li stcd Ridley COfllOration Limited. His current 
appointme nts also indude mcmbership of Commonwealth and 
State Govemrncnt boards and working groups. 

He was previously President of the Australian Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry from 1999 to 200 I. 

DON'T FORGET 

Avocado R&D Road 
Show 2003 

Presented By The 

Australian Avocado Growers Federation Inc 
In Conjunction With 

Your Local Grower Organisation 

Fax 07 3213 2480 to register and we will 
send you details of your event, 



Avocado R&D Road Show 2003 

8:30 am 

9:00 am 

9:25 am 

9:50 am 

10:10 am 

10:40 am 

11 :05 am 

11:30 am 

11:55 am 

12:15 pm 

12:40 pm 

2:00 pm 

3:30 pm 

4:30pm 

Venue: 

Date: 

Start Time: 

Presented By The 

Australian Avocado Growers Federation Inc 
In Conjunction With 

Your Local Grower Organisation 

Welcome 

Tony Whitey - Avocado Researcher 
~Aooistocks, varieties and viroids - what you should knowr 

John Leonardi - AAGF Avocado Researcher 
"To prune or not to prune- Developments in Canopy Management 

Local Presenter 

Break 

Ken Pegg - Plant Pathologist 
"Integrated management of avocado diseases" 

Antony Allen - AAGF Industry Manager 
mMarketing and promoting the world's most nutritious fruit" 

Simon Newett - aDPI Senior Extension Horticulturist 
"Avoman 2· simpler, smarter, more powerful~ 

Local Presenter 

Rod Dalton - AAGF President 
~Industry leadership now and into the future~ 

Lunch 

Farm and Packing Shed Walk 

Panel of Wisdom 
Question and Answer Session with all Presenters 

Finish 
Drinks 

Are as set out on the pink insert in last issue of Talking Avocados. 

Check your closest ~Road Show Day" for its date 

8:30 am 

The ~Road Show" offers to all growers the opportunity to learn, inspect and discuss various 
horticultural techniques and technologies in practice, as well as the opportunity to examine 
many current research sites to see some of the alternative strategies being investigated by 
researchers. It is an opportunity to discuss the interpretation and implementation of research 
outcomes at a regional level and to see current on farm research and practical applications of 
previous research in the growers own growing region. 

Have di rect access to all these experts and the AAGF team to extract the information you need 
to work smarter, improve your productivity and increase your bottom line. The day is all 
inclusive, R&D Experts, Industry Leadership, food and drinks will be supplied. 

Fill out the pink form (forwarded with the Winter Issue of TA) and fax back to 
0732132480 to register and we will send you details of your event. 



Crop Tech launch New Integrated 
Software and Web system 

With the increasing pressure on growers to manage inputs 
moreefficienlly. whi le producing high yielding. quaLirycrops, 
there is a need for morc accurate and intensive monitoring 
of management parameters. To cope with increased 
moniloring data. Crop Tech has developed " (mcgralor" , an 
inlegrated package of software, to collect and analyze lest 
results and measurements. 
Crop Tech has recently won the 2003 Wide Bay Burnett 
Reg ion Excellence In Innovation Awards for its unique 
software and crop monitoring systems. The company has 
previously won a string of local business awards. and was 
the winner of the Q ld Tclstra & Qld Government Small 
Business Awards in 2001. 

The new software package integrates laboratory data with 
fie ld information, whether it is collected manually or 
electronically downloaded from sensors. and allows direct 
comparison of the different but closely rclated parameters to 
help diagnose problems more accurately. The full data history 
can be presented in a "real-time" graphic fonn within hours 
of data collection. A more dynamic "pproach to making 
management decisions can then be developed by the 
consultant and the client with confidence. 

Nutrition Monitoring ... 
Sap testing is a measure of the soluble e lements in transpon 
in the plant system which arc available for metabolism, and 
thus is nOI onl y an indication of instantaneous nutrition, but 
can also be used as a measure of the rate of metabolism. The 
sap levels can be viewed as a set of diagnostic data which 
reflect the c rop' s reaction to the environmental and 
management influences. 

" Quicksoil" testing is a new method for rapid determination 
of available nutrients in the root zone of plants which has 
contributed to improving the internal qualiry and shelf life of 
a range of fruit , vegetable and flower crops. QuickSoil tests 
are also used to regularly monitor the movemen t of soluble 
nutrients through (he soil profile to :Iven the leaching of 
nutrients into groundwater and reduce fertilizer wastage by 
elim inating unnecessary fertilizer inputs when nutrient 
imbalances in the soil solution reduce plant uptakc. 

The Integrator software scans Sap and QuickSoil results 
looking for patterns that indicateenvironmemal or managerial 
influences thai may be affecting nutrient uptake or 
metabo lism. It will then make calculations of ongoing 
fertigatioll require ment s based on tes t levels. yie ld 
expectation, crop removal, soil type and salinity, irrigation 
type. cation balances and crop stage. 

The graphics package presents the dynamic changes in plant 
and soil nutrients over time. rather than only using the analysis 
as a diagnostic test. 
The combination of sap testing and the new "Quicksoil" 
method makes Crop Tech's laboratory service unique, and 
has allowed for success ful entry into the very competitive 
California and Florida markets. 

Integrated Pest Management ••• 
" Pla n t Check" consists of handheld computer software that 
enables the accurate collection of pest. disease and beneficial 
insect numbers, plan! measurements and weather data which 
is downloaded into the Integmtor software which collates all 
fie ld and lab data and allows for immediate graphing of pest 
and beneficial insect populations. The instant pest and 
beneficial dynamics in graphic form gives the growers and 
consultants the confidence to reduce pesticide app lications 
and rcly more on natural pest control measures. 

New Global Web Site ••• 
Integrator connects to the cropsystems,colII sitc to provide rapid 
and nex ible data access to r,;onsullants and growers around !he 
world.1lle site also has a range ofinfomlative databa<;es including 
pictoriallibmry of peSlO;;. beneficials, (usea'iCS, nutritional disorders, 
sampling techniques and sJX!Cific product infonnation. 

New Irrigation Monitoring System ••• 
"CropSense" is a new competitively priced wireless soil 
moisture moni toring system successfull y tested by Crop Tech 
early thi s year. It will be launched on the Australian market in 
October.:L'; part of the whole Cmp System~ integrated package. 

• Advanced Nutrition testing 

• Sold WORLDWIDE 

· 18 years experience 

ATTENTION AVOCADO GROWERS 

maximise rielQ and Quality 
optimize fertiliser inputs 

• sap testing • QuickSoil testing 
• water testing • soil tests 

INDEPENDENT ferti liser recommendations in 
products of your choice 

410 Langbeckers East Ad Bundaberg OLD 4670 
Ph074t556344 

Email gQPtecM c:rQpt.eQ:! com au 
wwwcroptech com au 


